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The SEASONABLEWRITER: Being 


an Appendix to the Obſervations upon the late 


Treaty, &c. 


T May ſeem a Piece of Preſumption in Me, to 
ſay any thing on the Subject of this glorious 
reaty, after the mild, judicious, and candid 
Defence of it, mentioned in the Title of this Pa- 
er; in which the Anthor, without Prejudice, Paſ- 
Row? or any perſonal Reflection, has ſet the whole 
Negotiation in ſo clear a Light, that one ſhould 
almoſt be tempted to think it came from the ſame 
able Hand, which had the principal Share in pro- 
curing us zhis Bleſſing. } | 
Yet cannot I forbear, like pick/'d Herring after 
the Vaulter on the High Rope, to ſhew my Willing- 
neſs to entertain the Lower Ran of my Country- 
men with this Scene of publick Felicity, by mak- 
ing a ſhort Inventory of the many Advantages of 
the Peace, and the great Merits of the Peace- 
Makers. 


Firſt, I cannot but congratulate them upon the 


ſole Triumph of the laſt War; I mean not any fo- 
reign Laurel, but their having routed CALEB 
and bis Allies; that formidable Confederacy ! which 
2 to our Author) have ſo long ſtopt the 

eace with Spain; and tho', with reſpect to their 
Numbers, a poor gnd pitiful Faction, having ſcarce 
more than ove Man of Parts among them, at leaſt 
of Parts in any wiſe equal to the. meaneſt of our 


preſent Miniſters (and when I conſider their Abilities, 


1 ſhould be at a loſs to ſay which is he) 1 ſay, 201 Fa- 
ction are now endeavouring zo obſtruct his 3 
Majeſty's Acceſſion, and attempting 20 raiſe aWar in 
the Empire ; and aredoing whatin them lies to undo 
all a ſecond Time, by inciting a certain Monarch 
to a new Kenunciation of his Crown and Dignity, 
There is one good Thing indeed, which Caleb and 


his Aſſociates have by Chance brought about, They 


prevented the proviſional Treaty and a Truce, and 
have thereby been remotely inſtrumental in pro- 
curing us a perpetual Peace; but their malicious In- 
tention excludes them from all pretence to Merit 
on this Account, 

proceed now to take Notice of ſome of the 
moſt conſpicuous Advantages of the preſent Treaty. 

And the firſt I ſhall take the Liberty of preſen- 
ting to your View, is the peaceable Manner of ob- 
taining this Peace; not by Blows and Blood, or 
dear bought Victories, but by good Words and Civi- 
lity, Patience and Long- ſuffering. 

Secondly, The Security to the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
„on, by the Aſſiſtance of . Foot and Horſe, 
French and Spaniards, in Caſe of an Invaſion. 
There wants but one Acceſſion more, to make our 
Auxiliaries 36,000 Men. 

Thirdly, The Additional Security of Gibraltar, 
by the Guarantee of his Catholick Majeſty ; what 


a Comfort will it be to the Garriſon of that impor- 
tant Place, when the King of Spain appears before 
it with an Army, to be aſſured that he comes for 
its Defence and Protection! And here I cannot 
but take Notice of the great Art and conſum- 
mate Prudence of the Miniſtry, in making and con+ 
triving a zew Security for the Poſſeſſion of Gibral- 
tar from thoſe very Treaties, which were a0 Securi- 
ty to it before; and eſpecially preventing Spain from 
renouncing it a ſecond Time, which would certainly 
have endangered it, becauſe two Negatives make 
an Affirmative. « | 35 
Fourthly, By reducing the formidable Power of 
the Houſe of Auſtria,” by preventing Italy from fal- 
ling into his Hands; and by forcing his Imperial 
Majeſty to repair the AfFront offered to Don Carlos, 
in refuſing him his Daughter for a Bride. 
Fifthly, The Articles for Reparation- of the Da- 
mages of our Merchants, which are ſo full, that I 
humbly propoſe erecting a Company with a Joint 
Stoch, which Corporation may borrow: its Title 
from the ingenious, tho? 014. faſbiow'd Game, called 
Loſing Lotum, when that Perſon wiss who. loſes 


moſs. 3 2 1 «4411 of} 7 
This Stock of the Lotam Company conſidering 
Accidents, 1 reckon would-be about /i per Cent. 
ont of Pocket, computed thus. For Contingency 
of Commiſſioners not agreeing,.a Cale. unprovided 
for, 2 per Cent. For Deduction of anlawfal Com- 
merce, one and à half! For the LUncertainty of Proafs 
and Reports from Spaniſh Magiſtrates ju Europe 
and America i and a half per Cent. for Sollici- 
tors and Lawyers Fees, &c. 1 per Cent. more, mak- 
ing it all 6 per Cent. 

And here I cannot ſufficiently extol the com- 


mendable Lenity of our Miniſters, in not balan- 


cing the Spaniſh Loſſes in 1718, with the Expence of 
defending Gibraltar; becauſe, in that Cale, there 
muſt have been a conſiderable Balance on our Side; 
and the Buſineſs of our Miniſters we know has all 
along been to hold the Balance of Europe as ſteady 
and even as they could, that it might not lean too 
much on any one Side. 

Sixthly, 1 have always reckoned Pradence and 
Forefight the molt uſeful Talents of a Miniſter, to 
which muſt te imputed any Connivance at the Ae- 
paration of the Port and Harbour of Dankirk, by 
which we may be in a Condition to bridle the Oſtend 
7 in Caſe of a Rupture with his Imperial 

ajejty. Sl 

ow let us conſider what our Advetſaries can 
alledge as a Draw-back upon all the before-mentr- 
oned Advantages, Have we not got very near 4s 
good @ Peace as we ſhould bave had in the RE 

| I725 


Al 


5 derſtand tbe 


our Troops by the 


our Miniſters to have been granted to the Emperor ? 

viz. That they miſtook the Article, and did not un- 
ing of Spain's Meaning ? 

All the Difference "between our Circumſtances, 

ve and then, is no more than that the Emperor is 

wot included, which may perhaps Occaſion a little 


Brut with him on that Account, which I dare ſay 


wilt not laſt above 4 Campaign or two, But to 


ſtop the Mouths of theſe erernal Cavillers, I de- 


fire they will give a plain Anſwer to this Dilem- 
ma; 2. Emperor is a Match for the Powers, 
who, in that Caſe, will oppoſe him; or be is not. 
If be is, then he is a formidable Power, and ought 
to be reduced. If He is not, then he mult quickly 
ſuccumb. 5 

Our Adverſaries alledge that we have had a great 
Interruption of Trade, and that our Merchants have 
Juffered many Loſſes, To this I anſwer, the firſt 
will be ſettled on as good 4 Foot as it was before, 
and like a Stream damm'd up, will run with greater 
Force in the old Channel, As to our Loſſes, they 
will be fully repaired. Vide Obſervations, Pag. 
15. As to 4. extraord: Taxes, they have been 
moſt of them ent at Home, amongſt our ows 
People; for tho! we have been at a conſiderable 
Expence in exporting 2 great Quantity of our Specie, 
for the ſupport of the Heſſian and Wolfenbottle 
Troops: yet we have 2 extreamly prudent 
with reſpe&. to our Navy; for by keeping them 
all the Summer at Spithead, we have had the Mo- 
ent among ourſelves ; and we have alſo had 


— pportunity of giving a Proof of the Valour of 
LIC 


fence of Gibraltar. But the 
greateſt Advantage of all is the ſeparating Spain 
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wis! Rwe we not the ſave Declaration with from the Emptror, Mi ber 
| Regard to the Advantages in Trade, pretended by 


N 
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Pa ti France, 
by which the Balance of _— reſtored azain 
as it ought to be. A's. for my Part, IVannot help 
thinking that what gives the molt fehſfdle Reliſſ 
to the whole Negotiation, is to ſee the Cordiality of 


the French Nation, our ancient Foes, in conttibu- 
ting to this Scene of Felicity. As to what rhe y 
about Don Carlos, I think the Affair Wert ng 
plain. Either the Emperor had an Intention to mar- 
7 him to the Arch-Dacheſs, or he bad not. If he 

ad not, why a Plague did he make all that Bale? 
If he had, it is better that it ſhould be done by or 
Conſent and Intermiſfiog, than otherwile. 
Upon the whole Matter, Things being brought 
to this bappy Period, who is there that can be dif- 
ſatisfied at: the Meaſures which haye brought it 
about? Who is there that can griithble at 487 of 
the Votes of Credit; ſince we now reap the bappy 
Fruits of them? Who is there that can repine, if 
our Circumſtances at Home ould be a little worſe 
than oy were; ſince they are ſo much mended 
i. bo 

| the Nation rejoice, :as it were. With one 
Voice 7. May our Right Ws ul Mayor an 
worthy Aldermes meet at Gx:ldball in their Far- 
Gowns to Pen a warm and dutiful Addreſs on this 
Occaſion! May a Day of general Thankſgiving be 
appointed, and may 105 and Commons, who 
have not had any Occaſion of going thither this 
long Time, now go in ſalemy Proceſſton to the 
Metropolitan Church | And fince we are all like 
to be Sharers in this Bleſſing, let us join in ac- 
knowledging Merit, where it is ſo juſtly due, 
heartily wiſhing that theſe Peace-Makers may not 


fail to meet with their proper Reward. 
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A SHORT VIEW of the State of Affairs, with relation 
to Great Britain, for Four Years paſt: With ſome Remarks on the 
Treaty lately publiſh'd, and a Pamphlet entitled, Obſervations upon it. 


X Paurnrer having been lately publiſhed by 
Mr. Buckley, entitled, A Treaty of Peace, Union, 
- A. Friendſhip, and Mutual Defence, berween the Crowns 
Great Britain, France and Spin, & . it cannot be im- 
proper nor unſeaſonable to take a ſhort View of the State 
of Affairs, with relation to Great Britain, for ſome Years paſs, 
and the Proſpet which th: Treaty gives us for the time o 
come. 
la the Year 1724. his late Majeſty was-pleaſed to aſſure 
us from the Throne, that We had: Peacerwathi ALL Powers 
Abroad; and we were, in partioulary  ſo-far:from baving 
any Conteſts or Diſputes with the and 'the King 
of Spain, as to all outward Appeaxance-at that Time, that 
we were made Mediators. bet vu m them at the Congreſs 
of Cambray, in Conjunction with Frances but immediare- 
ly after this; the: Bace:-of Affairs wat intirely. changed, by 
the Concluſian: oft has Treaty of Unna; which gave our 
Miniſters ſuch dread ful! Appnekenti anmaat” ſoma» ſcorer Deſagns 
againſt the Intereſt of Great-Balgiap.that-it-induced-themto 
project a Countcr Alliance callednt he: Hanover Treaty, to op- 
poſe the Machinations: of: theſe new Allies, and prevent 
the Execution of their Schemes. | | A 
The ſecret Motives to this ſudden, unaccountable, and 
formidable Union (as it was ſtiled in, the Enquiry) between 
the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, was canvaſſed very largely 
laſt Winter, by the Gentlemen concgrned in the Crafr/man 
and his Opponents; and I think if was demonſtratively 
proved by the former, that the ſending back. the Infanta was 
the immediate Cauſc;. with relation to Fance, which threw 
the King of Spain into the Arms of the Emperor; and that our 
Refuſal to accept of the ſole Mediation, upon this.Occurrence, 
out of Complaiſance to our good Allies the French, was 
one acceſſory Cauſe of it; as another might be- our Refuſal 
to deliver up the Fortreſs of Gibraltar into the Hands of 
the Spaniards, in purſuance of a poſitive Engagement, as they 
retended, and a Promiſe, founded on a LETTER from bis 
— Majeſty to the King of Spain; which bath been ſince 
ſully explained to the World, | | 
The Emperor might likewiſe-have ſome private Reaſons 
for accepting this Offer from Spain, beſides thoſe advan- 
tageaus Terms, which were propoſed to him, and have 
been ſo much exaggerated, 18 
But whatever might be the ſecret Springs of this Alliance, 
the opea and profeſs'd Motives to the Project of the 
Treaty of Hanover, were the ſecret Articles which the Treaty 
* of Vienna was {iid to contain; and theſe indeed were the 
only reaſonable and juſtifiable Motives, which could engage 
our Miniſters in it; tor a meer Union berween the Emperor 
and Spain was not, of itſelf, of ſo formidable a Nature, as 
it hath been repreſented, They might: have concluded a 
Treaty of Peace, or Commerce, or Mutual Defence, as all Na- 
tions have a Right to do, without giving any reaſonable 
Ground of Reſentment or Apprehenſion, "Nay, We might 
have ſafely acceded to ſuch a Treaty, as we were invited to 
do. Bat it was the ſecret, offenſive Treaty, which raiſed 
our Indignation, alarmed our Fears, and put us upon our 
Guard. Yor this Reaſon, the Author of the Enquiry em- 
ploy'd all his Strength to prove that there really was ſuch 
2 ſecrer- Treaty; and he ſeem'd to be as poſitive, as if he 
had been preſent at the ſigning of it, that the following Ar- 


tieles were contain'd in it, viz. I That: the King of Spain. 
hd entered into an Engagement to ſuppott his Imperial 
Majeſty by Force of Arms, in carrying on à Trade from 


„% & & 


Oſtend to the Eaſt Indies, in Violation of Treaties, as it 
was alledg d; and had given him greater Privileges of Trade 
in the eſt Indies, than to the, Engliſh: II. That. his Im- 
perial Majeſty; had taken. a like «Engagements to aſſiſtathe 
King of Spain, in endearouringto> week: Gibraltar 
our Hands. III. That tbeystad both engaged to 
make an Attempt in Favour og t ler and toſet 
him upon the Trone ofs G , I That a- Mar · 
riage was agreed upon between theinfantDin Gita and 
the wc Carole Arohducheſs, whit threatemtd-Earqe with 
Knruerſa | | 8 1 , 
Theſe were 2 ſecres Engagements; which gave Occaſion 
to the Treaty. of Hanover, and upon which: the:Expedienc 
of it and the Contact at. our Miriflers hath been juſtified 
8 Daors and wtbowts: . 
ed this fc offenſe D and the Articles ſup- 
poſed ten bo contuineu: in it. were immediately; and — 
ſtrenuouil des iemebyt he contracting Parties in the Treaty 
Hlhuva particularly That of endeavouring to ſet the Pre- 
tender on the Briuſb Throne; which the Emperor ordered 
his Miniſter ta declare, upon his Imperial Word, to be en- 
tirely without Foundation- Bat the Emperor is a Pagif, as 
the Author of the Enquiry very juſtly obſerved ; and there- 
fore his Herd could not be of equal Validity with the learn» 
ed Arguments of a good, Proteſlant Writer, or the ſolemn 
Aſſeyeratian of a Proteſtant Miniſter. I ſpeak this with all 
due Deference to our French Allies; who, tho“ Pa piſti in 
Principle, have been found thoroughly Proteſant in their 
Practices. 13 
It muſt be confeſſed likewiſe, that whatever might be 
the Engagements of this ſecret, Offenſtue Treaty, (which was 
neyer yet brought. io. Light) there does not ſeem to be the 
leaſt Proof (I mean, belides the Arguments and Aſſeverati- 
ons hetore-mentioned ) that the Emperor gave bis Catholick 
Mayeſly any Aſſiſtance during. the Siege of Gibraltar; or 
that his ;Catholick Majefly, on the other Hand, ſupported 
the Emperor in his Project for carrying on à Trade from 
Oſtend ; or gave him any Privileges of Commerce in the 
Weſt Indies, ſuperior to what had been granted to the Eng- 
liſh ; on that there ever was any Deſign of a Marriage be- 
tween Don Carlos and the eldeſt Archducheſs of Auſtria——— 
But theſe are Poſtulata which we are oblig'd, and every 
good Engliſhman will be ready to grant for the Juſtification 
of thoſe wiſe and fleady Meaſures which our Minifters have 
ſo gloriouſly purſued for ſeveral Years paſt. | 
Great Pains have been taken on both Sides to throw the 
Occaſion of our late unhappy Diſturbances upon each other. 
The clandeſtine Manner, in which the Defenſeve Treaty of 
Viema was carried on, without communicating it to the 
Court of Great Britain, was made a principal Argument in 
the Enquiry, that there muſt be a ſecret Offenſeve Treaty, On 
the other Hand, the Imperialiſts have endeavoured to throw 
the Od back upon us; and alledg'd, in their Excuſe for 
this private Way of Treating, that We gave the firſt Umbrage, 
and ſer them an Example for ir, by concluding a private 
Treaty at Madrid, whilſt We were under the Circumſtan- 
ces af Mediators. between that Court and Vienna —But This 
alſo is a very nice and curious Queſtion, which I ſhall not 
take upon me to determine. | 
Without enquiring therefore any farther into the Grounds. 
and Reaſons of theſe to great Ailiauces, let us conſi der 
what have been the Couſzquettices of them; and here, I think, 
there can be no Room for Diſpute; ſince whatever 1 
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be the Matves to the Treaty of Vienna, or the ſecret De- 


ſigns of it, the Concluſion of a Treaty with France, in 
Oppoſition to it, was certainly the Occafion of widening 
cur Differences with Spain, and engaged us in thoſe Mea- 
ſures (both Hoſtile and Pacifick) which have been ſince taken. 
- | Three large Squadrons of Ships of War were immediately 
equipp'd at a vaſt Expence, and ſent into the Baltick, the 
Medierranean, and the Weſt Indies, The Commander of the 
laft had ever-memorable Orders to lye before Portobello, and 
block up the Galieons which were then coming Home, and 
even to uſe Perſuaſrve Force, in order to poſſeſs himſelf 
not only of them, but likewiſe of the Flotalla, which lay 
at La Vera Crux, ſome Thouſand Miles off; but the Spa- 
niards not being ſo complaiſant as to put themſelves in his 


Power, he continued upon that unwholeſome Station, till 


his Ships were almoſt deftroy'd by the Worm, his Provi- 
fions ſpent, and his Men perifh's by Thouſands, in the 
moſt miſerable Manner. Nor was This all, The King of 
Spain look d upon this Procedure as as an Act of Hoſtulity, 
and reſented it accordingly, by laying a vigorous Siege to 
Gibraltar; and it hath been made a Doubt whether our 
Allies did not view it in the ſame Light; for tho' it was 
Ripu'ated in the of Haxover, that the contracting 
Parties ſhould aſſiſt and ſupport each other, in Caſe their 
Dominions were attack'd; tho' We had frequent Aſſurances 
given us by a certain Gentleman, that the French would make 
the Siege of Gibraltar a Caſus Fœderis, and were ready to 
march a large Army into Royſflon, to divert that Deſign, 
cr oblige the Spaniards to raile it; yet, I fay, nothing of 
all this was done. The Siege continued ſeveral Months; 


and as the Emperor did not aſſiſt the King of Spain, in car- 


wing it on, as the Author of the —_ told us he had en- 
ed to do; ſo neither did the Court of France move a 
an to our Aſſiſtance in the e of it, as one of the 
Patrons of the Exquiry aſſured us they would; but they 
obſerved an exact Neutrality at moſt, and ſat unconcern'd 
Spectators of our Danger and Expence. 

I cannot forbear obſerving in this Place, that tho' theſe 
extraordinary naval Armaments and Expeditions, were look'd 
upon as Hoſtilittes by the Spaniards, and produced a Return 
of Hoeſlilities upon Us ; yet they did not anſwer the End 
which farther Hoſtilities would very probably have done; 
and at the ſame Time gave our Allies an Opportunity of 
with-holding their 4/j{ance, by opening a Diſpute whether 
wie were not the Aggreſſors; for in that Caſe, they were 
not obliged to aſſiſt us, by virtue of an Alliance, which 
was Defenſive only, Thus we had the Misfortune to do 
enough to provoke the Spaniards to Hoſtilities, but not 
enough to bring them to a Compliance with our Terms. 

Our Land Forces were conſiderably augmented upon the 
fame Account. Our Taxes were of Conſequence increaſed; 
and our National Debts were ſo far from being reduced in 
ſuch a Degree, as they might otherwiſe have been, that 
inſtead of diſcharging a great Part of them, which we 
could have done, we have been incurring a large Debt, 
which we need not have done. 


In the mean Time, our Trade decay'd in every Part of 


it, and dwindled away almoft to nothing in ſome of its 
moſt beneficial Branches, our Manufa&ures declin'd, and 
our Merchants ſuſtained inſupportable Loſſes ; their Ships 
being taken without Number in the Weſt Indies, the Ocean 
and even in our own Channel, having no Conveys to guard 
them, and no Letters of Reprizal granted to make them- 
- ſelves Satisfaction. f | 

At Length, Preliminaries were agreed upon for a general 
Pacification; which were ſign'd at Paris, on the 2oth— 
31ſt of May, 1727, by the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 
his Imperial Majeſty, bis Britannict Majeſty, the moſt Chri- 


\\ 


ſtian King and the States General; and on the 2d—13th of 


the next Moyth they were ſign'd at Vienna by the Mini- 
ſter of his Catholick Majeſly ; that is, above Two Years and 
an Half ago. 

By this Convention it was ſtipulated, that within the Space 
of four Months after theſe Articles were ſigned, a Congreſs 
ſhould be open'd, in which all the Right, and Pretentions of 
the contracting Powers ſhould be examin'd, diſcuſs d and 
determin'd; and that the ſeveral Powers ſhould earveſtly 
injoin their reſpective Plenipotentiaries to avoid all Obſirudi- 
ons or Embarraſſments, which might ia any Manner pro- 
tract or diſiurb the Congreſs, | 

But the Preliminaries were no ſooner fign'd, than new 
Difficulties and Diſputes were ſtarted concerning the Mean - 
mg of them; particularly with regard to Thoſe Articles, 
which affected Great Britain; ſuch as the railing the Siege 
of Gibraltar, and releaſing the Ship Prince Frederick, as well 
as the other Ships taken by the Spaniards, His Catholick 
Majeſty inſiſted that a meer Suſpenſion of Arms, ſtipulated by 
the Preliminaries, did not imply an adtual raiſing of the Siege, 
and that the Reſtitution of the Ship, Prince Frederick, was 
not mentioned or included in them ; whereas we demanded 
both, by Virtue of zhoſe Articles, The Court of Spain 
inſiſted likewiſe on an Indulto of 20 per Cent upon the 
Effects of private Perſons, embark'd in the Flotilla, contra- 
ry to the 5th Preliminary Article, as it was alledged on aur 
Part. 

After theſe new Diſputes had been agitated, with great 
Warmth, for ſeveral Months, they were adjuſted by ano- 
ther Convention, negotiated by the Count de Rottembenrg, 
Miniſter of France at the Court of Spain, and ſigu'd at the 
Pardo on March the 6th, 1928. By this Convention the 
Preliminaries were new model d and it was again agreed that 
all the reſpective Pretentions on each Side be produced, 
debated and decided in the Congreſs. Upon this the King of 
Spain agreed to the Ratification of the Preliminaries; but 
this was no ſooner done than ſtill aher freſh Difficulties 
aroſe, concerning the Orders, which were agreed on both 
Sides, to be ſent to the Weſt Indies, in Purſuance of this 
Act of Ratification; but at length theſe Difficulties were 
likewiſe got over, for the Preſent, and the Congreſs was 
open'd at Soiſſons on the 3d—14th of June 1728, above 
eight Months after the Time that was ſtipulated by the 
Preliminaries. 

It is neceſſary to obſerve here again that, during all 
theſe Negotiations, we had no Miniſter at the Court of 
Spain, but depended on the good Offices af M. Vandermeer 
and the Count de Rotrembourg, who managed all our Affairs; 
and I have been told that one of them did not act his Part 
intirely to our Satisfaction. 

However, this Point of the Congreſs being at laſt obtain- 
ed, after a tedious Courſe of Negotiation and Sollicization, 
attended with various Schemes, Projects and Conventions. 
We had the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances given us that our Affairs 
would be now brought to a ſpeedy and happy Accommoda- 
tion; that our Trade would be ſeeured, for the future, on 
a firm and ſolid F,ndation; that our unfortunate, ſuffering 
Merchants would receive ample Satisfaction for all their 
paſt Loſſes; and that the Affair of Gibraltar and Portmaton, 
which had given us ſo much Uneaſineſs, would not be fo 
much as mentioned in the Congreſs —— ——But what was the 
Event ? The Plenipotentiaries aſſembled in Form, and having 
ſpent five or ſix Months in Ceremonses, and Compliments to 
Cardinal Fleury, as well as Extertainments, Balls, Hunting- 
Matches and other Diverſions, they broke up and returned to 
their reſpective Courts, without ſettling any mazerial 
Point towards the general Pacifcation, ſo long promiſed and 


deſired. 
geuted. Indeed 
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Indeed a Project, callbd the Provi/onal Treaty, was con- 
certed by the Allies of Hanover, and laid before the World 
laſt Winter, with pompous OBsERvaTIONS upon it; in 
which the great Wiſdom of that Scheme was explained 
and Hopes given us that their Imperial and Catholick Ma- 
Jeſties would accede to it. But as this Frojed was far from 
giving a general Satisfaction at Home, ſo neither was 
it ever accepted by Thoſe Powers Abroad. On the contra- 


ry, the main Buſineſs of the Parliament was no ſooner got 


over, than Affaus ſeemed again to be tending to a Rupture. 
The Conferences at Soiſſons continued ſuſpended, and mili- 
tary Preparations were renewed in moſt Parts of Europe; 
particularly at SPITHEAD, where a powerful, united Fleet of 
Engliſh and Dutch Ships of War aſſembled together in a 
very formidable Figure, as if deſigned for ſome great Enter- 
prize of the laſt Importance; but having lain there at An- 
chor, for the whole Summer, in a very peaceable and 
hoſpitable Manner, for the Reception and Entertainment 
of Viſitors ( whoſe Curioſity to view ſo fine a Sight 
drew them thither from all Parts of the Kingdom ) 
they ſeparated at laſt, without committing one 4d of 
Hoſlility, and returned in Safety to their reſpective Har- 
bours. 

The Continuance of this pacifick Armada at Spithead, for 
ſo many Months together, a ſome People an 
Handle to ſuggeſt that one of our Allies bath received ſome 
Aſſurances of Satisfaction for their extraordinary Expence 
on this Occaſion; and that our military Genius was reſtrain- 
ed from any boſtile Exploits by the —_ Influence of 
the other. They go farther, and alledge that the Dutch 
Squadron, which join'd ours, was not originally deſigned 
for that Service, They tell us, with great Aſſurance, that 
they were equipped to prevent the Defigns of his Daniſh 
Majeſty, with Reſpe& to the Altena Company; and that 
That Affair being made eaſy for the preſent, we prevail'd 
upon them, by our — ace, to make a Figure 
with us at Spichead; but that they had no Orders to fail 
any farther, ſuppoſe we had been in a fighting Humour, be- 
ing neither vidzalled nor otherwiſe provided for any Ex- 

dition; but I make no Doubt that theſe Suggeſtions will 
be ſoon proved groundleſs, in a proper Place, and that the 
Equipment and Diſpoſition of %% Flees will appear to be 
wiſe, prudent and neceſſary. ; | 

It hath been however our peculiar Misfortune that, during 
all this Time, whilſt our Expences and Taxes have run ve- 
ry high, our Commerce hath been grievouſly interrupted in 
its moſt valuable Branches; not only by the continued 
Depredations of the Spaniards on our Merchants in the 
Weſt Indies, but likewiſe by a very ſtrict Embargo, which 


. it was thought expedient to lay, for above two Months 


together, on all Ships bound from Zamaica and Virginia, on 
ſome Apprehenlions, as it it is ſaid, of a Deſcent from 
the Spaniards. I call this a peculiar Misfortune to us, becauſe 
our Allies have not lain under the fame Diſadvantages in 
their Trade and the Conſumption of their Manufactures; 
but, on the contrary, have reap'd a very great Benefit from 
owr Misfortunes ; eſpecially the French; who brought their 
Sugars, Tobacco, and other American Commodities to a much 
better Market in Europe, by the Reſtraint which was con- 
tinued ſo long on our Shipping in thoſe Parts. 

But it will be asked, perhaps, why I dwell ſo long on 
this melancholy Side of our Caſe; and do not rather con- 
gratuhte my Countrymea on that happy Turn. which 
the Treaty, lately concluded, hath given to our Affairs? 


My Anſwer to this is, that I thought it neceſſiry to take 


a ſhort Review of our Affairs for ſome Years back; to con- 
fider How theſe Troubles were brought upon us; what we have 
ſuffered by them ; and what kind of Treatment. we have already 


met with; in order to form a right Judgment on our pre- 
ſent Condition and our future Preſpect. 

I might alſo make a Doubt whether the Treaty (lately 
publiſhed by Mr. Buckley) is the genuine Treaty concluded 
at Seville, becauſe it does not appear to be publiſhed by 
Authority; at leaſt, whether all the Articles are contained 
in it; which, I confeſs, ſeems very improbable, for ſe · 
veral Reaſons, which 1 may hereafter mention. 

However, I will juſt take a ſhort View of it (as it is 
given us) and ſee whether it contains all thoſe good Things 
which have been ſo often promis'd, and we have ſo much 


Reaſon to expect after all our heavy Loſſes and extraordina- 
ry Expences, 

Such an Examination is the more neceſſary at preſent, 
becauſe the Publication of zhis Treaty was immediately 
follow'd, according to annual Cuſtom, with ridiculous O5- 
ſervations upon it, calculated to impoſe upon the World, 
by ſtraining it to a Senſe, which the Words will not bear, 
and could not poſlibly be intended by the contracting Parties. 

But before 1 examine theſe Obſervations, I muſt beg 
— to make ſome Remarks on the Introduction to 
them. 

This Method of wiredrawing and refining Treaties, in Op- 
poſition to their natural Conſirudfion and the rue Deſign of 
them, bath been too much practiſed of late, for certain - 
Purpoſes, which are no Secrets to the World; and I con- 
feſs that it hath always given me a ſtrong Suſpicion of 
Inability or bad Deſigns, when there is any Occafion for 
Explications and Refinements of this Nature; for as plain 
Terms are always more ready than ambiguous and equivecal 
ones, they will always be preferr'd by Men of Us 
ing and Integrity, who will never ſuffer themſelves to be 
impos'd upon, nor endeavour to impoſe upon their Coun- 
try by Words which are liable to eternal Cavils and Diſputes. 

Theſe awniverſary Writers have often put me in. Mind of the 
French Mowniebank, mention'd by Mr. Addiſon, who had 
always a little Boy running befere him through the Streets 
of Paris, and crying, wy Father cures all Sorts Diſſem pers 
to which the Docter replied with a grave Voice, The Child + 
ſpeaks Truth Charlatans in Policicks muſt have their 
Zanies and Merry. Andrews as well as other Duacks 3 but as 
a certain great Doctor hath ſent hls Children before him, 
without any Succeſs, for ſome Years paſt, he hath tbought 
fit, at laſt, to ſpeak for himſelf, and be e Trumpeter of bis - 
own Fame, | | | 

If theſe Political Commentators. could perſuade foreign 
Princes to underſtand Treaties in the Senſe which they are 
pleaſed to put upon them, it would be a real Service to 
their Country, but the Cafe is quite otherwiſe, and their 
Explanations have been hitherto conſtantly diſowned by the 
Powers Abroad, as ſoon as they had ſerved their Purpoſes, _ 
for which they were intended at Home; and this hath of- 
ten had a double ill Effect; for as it gives us the Character 
of awkward Trickſters in foreign Courts, ſo it always makes 
us uneaſy and diffident at Home, when we fiad-ourſelves-- 
diſappointed and deluded into falſe Expectations. | 

This is too evident from what hath been obſerved up- 
on the Treaties and Conventions before-mention'd ; and x 
wiſh it may not be verified in the preſent Treaty and the 
Comment now before us, upon which | ſhall take the Li- 
berty of making ſome Remarks, without being in the 
leaft affected with the Scurrility of the Author, who ſeems - 
to have the Vanity to think that his mſolent Reflections and- 
dogmatical Aſſertians will preclude all farther Examination, 
and deter others from contradicting what he lays down, 
he might as well have ſaid, Pray, Gentlemen, read or er 
theſe Articles and confeſs what a glorious Peace I have fro 
cured for you, It is ſufficient, Gentleman, that. I ſay it; and 
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if you offer to be of another Opinion, it ts a plam Sign that you 


nue no better chan Jacobites and Papiſts in your Hearts. 


It ſeems very exradrdinary that this Gentleman ſhould 
think proper to juſtify this Treaty, before any Objections had 
been publifhed againſt ir; for tho? he is pleas'd to ſay that 
ſeme Peeple have token Pains to diſcredit it, even before they 
had ſeen it; 1 confeſs I am at a Loſs to gueſs whom he 
means. I am ſure, thoſe Writers, with whom he ſcems to 


be £ very angry, have purpoſely declined any Animadver- 


"ſions upon it, tho they might perhaps have been apprized 
of ſome of the Articles, till it was publiſned by Authority; 
and I hope a Man of his Importance would not condeſcend 
to turn Pamthlereer, and waſte ſo much of bis precious 
Time in anſwering the private Whiſpers of Coffee-Honſe 
. Politicians, 3 

lis great Officiouſneſs therefore in having the ift 
ord and anſwering Objections, before they are made, looks 
as if he was conſcious to himſelf that the Peace was not 
ſound at the Bottom, and ſtood in need of ſome Explana- 
tion to ſupport it. But how hath he attempted to vindi- 
\cate it? Why, by celebrating his own excellent Conduct and 
abuſing ſome particular Gentlemen, whom he is pleaſed not 
to like, in ſo licentions a Manner, that nothing can add to 
his Vanity and Inſolence, but endeavouring, by his Inſterg{ 
in any Place, or in any Manner, to prohibit the ſame Free- 
dom of writing on the orher Side. 

I hope that he will have ſo much Modeſty, at leaſt, as 
not to make any ſuch Attempt after this; and I think it 
a very ſeaſonable Opportunity to put the World in Mind 
of the great Uſeſulneſs of the Liberty of the Preſs; for if 
any Reſiraint ſhould be laid upon it, by his Means (and 1 
believe no other Man will ever attempt it) they canrot 
expect any Accounts of pelnical Affairs, of any Kind what- 
ſoever, beſides ſuch partial and ſcandalous Gloſſes as that, 
which is now before us. | 

The Obſerver ſeems very unhapy, at his firſt ſetting 
out, in the Deſcription he gives of thoſe Men, who, as he 
ſuppoſes, will find Fault with his Treaty, He tells us 
they are like thoſe Wretches that live upon dangetous Coaſts, 
wrhoſe Profit ariſes from Wrecks; who ſubjiſt by the Misfor- 
tunes and Calamities of his Fellow Creatures; and whoſe 
Afflict ion i conſequently an happy Preſage Caim and Sere- 
nity. 1 ſay, this Deſcription does not ſeem to ſuit Thoſe to 
whom he applies it, ſo well as it does a great, overgrown, 
wicked Minifler, who hath enrict'd-himſelt by the Spoils of 
a Nation; whoſe Power ſubſiſts by the Misfortwunes and 
Calamities of his Fellow Subjects; and whoſe Downfal 
would conſequently be an happy Omen of the Proſperity 
of bi Country. KS | 
. He inſinuates, afterwards, that the Arguments of theſe 
wicked Men, his Oppoſers, have made no ſma:] Impreſſion 
gt the Court of Madrid, How ſtrange and, at the fame 
Time, how melancholly a Conſiderat:on is it, that ſuch a 
mean, inconſiderable and deſpicable Faction, as they haye been 
often repreſented, ſhould have any Influence in foreign 
Courts, or be able to give the lezſt Obſtruction to m and 
his Aſſociates in their wiſe and notable Negotiations ? 


- He is likewiſe full of his Apprehenfions that the Sug- 


geſtions of this ſame mean and mconſederable Cabal will have 
ſome Influence on the Counſeis pf Nienna, and ſays, We 
may moſt certainly expect that they will now apply thrir whole 
Skill and Invention to find out ſuch Rea ſons as may beſt ſerde 
to divert his Imperial Majeſty from cecommg a Party to 
tieſe Engagements. | 

Now, in my humble Opinion, this Work is already done 
to their Hands by the Ofſexer Rimielt, who hath furniſh'd 
his Imperial Majeſty, in this very Pamphlet, with ample Rea» 
dns for not acceding to the Treag, as I fhall preſcntly 


ſhew; and, in the mean Time, I will leave the Reader to 
judge whether charging ſo great a Prince. with Ngrathude 
and Breach of Faith (is this Writer does by a very ſtrong Im- 
plication) is the moſt probable Method of making him 
our Friend, ; 

He cannot forget ſurely how ſuch Uſage, from Him and 
Lis Creatures, upon all Occaſions, was reſented at VNenna 
ſome Years ago. Nay, he ſcem'd. to be ſenſible of it laſt 
Winter, and began to ſoften his Language towards that 
Court, and beſtow'd the ſame kind ot Rhetorick on their 


. Catholith Majefties'; but now, it ſeems, Things have taken 


another Turn, by bis wiſe and feady | Meaſures, and the Empe- 
ror muſt ſubmit to be abuſed, in the ſame Manner, again, 

But to return The Reaſons of his Apprehenſions 
that this little, powerful Cabal of his Adverſaries, will uſe all 
their Intereſt at the Court of Vienna, to divert his Imperial 
Majeſiy trom acceding to the Treaty, are contained in the 
following Words. It cannot certainly be expefied, that the 
ſame Perſons who were ſo much alarmed at the Negetiations, 
and apprehended ſo many ill Conſequences to themſelves, from 
the Concluſion of a Proviſional Treaty, ſhould leſs Con- 
cern and Diſappointment upon the News of a ſolid and laſting 
Peace; or ſhould be leſs alert and active in their Endeawvours to 
prevent its becoming n | 

This is equally candid with that Character which He 
gives of thoſe Perſons in the preceeding Pages, and equal- 
y probable with the reſt of his Conſequences, How ſolid 
and laſting this Peace is like to be, We may judge from his 
own Obſervations on the chief Arzicles of it; but I muſt firſt 
take Notice, that thoſe Perſons, who cannot poffibly reap 
any Advantage from the higheſt Taxes, muſt be very fond 
of parting with their Money, if they are leſs deſirous of 


ſeeing them diminifhd by a ſelid and laſting Peace, than ſome 


other Perſons, who may heap up farther Riches by them. 

I am well appriz'd, from paſt Experience, that even ex- 
poling the vile Sophiſtry, of his Pamphiet, may be called 
furniſhing the E me EROR with Arguments againſt acceding to 
the Treaty, and endeavonuring to prevent its becoming general. 
To this I ſhall only reply once for all, that it is a Topick 
which may be equally urged at any Time, agair.ſt any 6ad 
Meaſures or wicked Miniſters whatſoever; and therefore I am 
ſurc that the ſenfible Part of the World (who do not hold 
an Implicts . Faith in Miniſters) will lay no manner of Streſs 
upon it, let it be repeated and ecchoed back upon us ne- 
ver ſo often or ſtrongly by this Gentleman and his Aſſociates, 

Having made our Way thus far through the Bilung/zate 
Rubbiſh of his Introduction, We come to the Subſtance and 
Marrow of his Book; and here, perhaps, it will be ſaid, 
that He does not fight againſt the Air; ſince He begins his 
Obſervations with taking Notice of ſome falſe Inſmuations, which 
theſe ſame wicked Perſons have already let fall, with Regard 
to this Treaty, which they ceuld not, ſays He, at that Time 
have poſſibly ſeen. and of the Contents of which they would per- 


ſwade us. thae the Directors of a Company, extremely inte- 


reſied in the Conſequences of this Treaty, were equally ignorant; 
though thoſe Direttors had ſeen and approv'd them. 

Can, any Thing be more ridiculous than chi; Paragrath, 
which carries along with it a full Anſwer to the Charge it 
contains? For who could poſſibly apprehend, that zhe/ 
Direclors had ſeen the Contents of the Treaty at that Time ; or 
were not equally ignorant of them with all other Engliſhmen, 
who are equatly intereſted, at leaſt, in ehe Conſequences of it ? 
Who could imagine (till this worthy Geitleman was pft aſed 
to inform us of it) that the Managers of a moniied Corpora- 
tion ſhould be more favoured than al the reſt of his Maje- 
ſty's Landed and Trading Subject; or even than the whole 
Body of the Prot rittors of the Company it ſelf, in whoſe 
Name They expreſſed their Approbation of it? | 

| | We 
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fied; and if it ſhould appear that . Obſog 


ſetting of 'the Succeffron 


We ill know in what Mane fach Things are often —— 

to 
Purpoſe; Was drawn from them, by the indiect 

Methods of any of their Munagers, without having the 


ſame Knowledge communicated to them; We hope 


will ſhew-their Reſentment of ir ar the enſuing Election 


. of © Direfors, and not ſuffer themſelves to be led by any 


Men, Who make a Property of them upon every Occaſion. 
It hath likewiſe been hinted, quoth the Obſerver, thas the 
ef Don Carlos in Italy, by Spaniſh 
Garriſons (which makts ons e the principal Stipulations of the 
new Treaty) i; a Step that may prove dangerous to the Peace 
Europe; and that the Emperor, in particular, is obliged in 


ereſt to prevent its taking Effet. | 
In the firſt Place, I a to the World, who were the 
firft that hot only hinted, but expatiated very largely on the 


er which Europe had reaſon to apprehend from the 
2 and growing Grandeur of Don Carlos Did not 
the Aber — it three Years ago; and was 
it not very ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon laſt Winter, by this 


very Writer himſelf, and his Auvscatin, that this Sueceſſon, 


upon any Terms, was abſolutely contrary to the Intereſt of 
all Envope, and particularly to that of Great Britain ? Bur 
fince he hath now thought fit to alter his Note, for wiſe and 


ſiiady Reaſons; fo far es even to affirm, that inſtead of be- 


ing contrary to the Threreſt of all Europe, there can be no ſolid 
fete 2 fo it ; 2 1 —— — 
in Italy is mad ohe of the principal Stipulations in the nem 
xy (as He, for once very juftl dbſerve;) I will give this 
Affair a particular Examination. 1 0 
I hall not ſay any Thing in this Place, concerning the 
uity of diſpoſing of Dominion, to which we cannot 
eld ary ſort of Right; becauſe it pw” ſeem ridiculous 

to turn ' Moralifh, and diſcuſs a Point of Caſuifry, where 
Politichs are concerned. CLE 
- Befides, the Ob/erver hath told us, that whatever Ob- 
jection might be made to this Sweeefſon, it is already conſen- 
ted fo, and C's 0 RI though if 
it ſhould be allowed to be 6 it ſelf, 1 do not ſee how 
this will mend it, or that one falfs Step is any Juftificati- 
on of another ;' eſpecially if it could be avoided ; and J 
ſhall leave it to this nice Diſtinguiſber, to ſhew any Reaſon 
be could not depart from one Pom of the Duadruple 

are as well as another; or w indeed the whole of 


it is not vacated {by this Conravettion z- eſpecially as far as 
it relates to Don Carlos, and the Emperor, | 

However, I will conſider this Affair it # politioal View 
only, and as it relates to the Pu 
it was ſtipul 


druple Alliance; by which 
ated, that the Duchies of Tuſcam, Furma and 
preſent Dules ſhould die without Iſſus 
o the eldeſt Sin of her Catholick Majefly 


King of 
greg of 


| and his Imperial Maſe 
ſons; I leare the World to judge, w 
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eoaveniently raiſe ſuch a number of Troops foon enoughr 
for that Service, His Brizanick Majefly was to furniſh them 
with the Conſent of the other contracting Parties, till the 
— Troops could be raiſed, and take Poſſeſſion of thoſe 
Whereas it is ſtipulated by the preſent Treaty, That the in- 
iroducing of Garriſons into the Planes of Leghoin, Porto- fer- 
rario, Parma and Placentia, to tht Number of fix thouſand” 
Men of his'CatTaoLick Maje:ty's Troops, and n his AY, 
ſhall be EFFECTUATED wiTBOuT Loss oF Time. 
| The O6ſerver ſpends ſeveral Pages in juſtitying this Sti- 
pulation in Faveur of Don Carlos, and pronounces the Court 
of Vienna to be very ill adviſed, and very unjuſt or unreaſo- 


nable, if they refuſe to accede to the Treaty of Seville, on 


account of 1h Variation from the Quadruple Alliance, by 
the Introduction of Spaniſh, infleaa of Swiſs Garriſons, 
into the fortified Places of Iuſcany and Parma. , 
Though I am not one of Thoſe, whom our great Author + 
hath repreſented ſo averſe to the general Tranquillity of 
Europe, as to ſuggeſt Arguments which may prevent its tak- 
ing Effect; yer I muſt beg Leave to expreſs my own Ap- 
prebenſions, that his Imperial Majefly may think it ſome- 
what derogatory to his Honour, to permit the Succeſſion to 
ſo conſiderable a Fief of the Empire to be diſpoſed of, not 
only without his ent, and in the manner of it, cons - 
trary to a ſolemn Treaty, of which he was a principal Party; 
but likewife with an Air of Triumph over bim, and as an 
Expedient to d. ſſolve an Alliance which bath been repre- 
fented ſo advantageous to him. ; 

His ſuffering himſelf to be diſunited from ſo beneficial 
an Alliance, rather than come into #his Projed, is likewiſe 
an Argument to me, that he thought it contrary to his 
intereſt. © „ eee 1 A 
But as this Iatroduction of Spaniſh Troops is to be 
EFFECTUATED Without Loſs of Time, let us conſider bow 
far this Variatioa from the Quadruple Alliance may affeck 
Great Britain, and the general -Tranquillity. of Europe, pro- 
poſed to be eſtabliſhed &y this Treaty. 

I think it is allowed by this Hriter and his Advocates, 
as well as others, that our preſent Cireumſtances require 
a ſpeedy and ſolid Peace; but I am afraid it will be found, 
that this Variation is very far from tending to facilitate that 
good End; fot however averſe the preſent Dukes of Tuſca-- - 
ny and Parma, and all the Italian Princes, might be to have 
their Dominions diſpoſed of in this Manier, even after 
their Death; yet they might, perhops, think fit quietly to- 
ſubmit to it, upon the Terms of the Ouadruple Altance; - 
when they ſavy all the chief Powers of Europe concurring» 
in a Neſolution to that Purpoſe; but when theſt Terms 
are varied from Neutral to Spaniſh Troops, contrary to the 
Inclination of ane of the contracting Parties, they wilt. 
certainly endeavour to oppoſe it; and I conſefs this Varia-- 
2 — not ſeem immaterial to Them, for the following: 

ns: | | 

Fir, The Dukes might think their Perſons to 
be ſafer, whilſt their Towns were garriſon'd by Forces, 
which would not join in any Violence upon them, with- 
out the Concurrence of three neutral Kings, who had no- 
Reaſon to be ſo impatient for the ſpeedy Acceſſio of 
Don Carlos, as their Catholick Majeſties ſeem to be. 

| Secondly, Neutral Garriſon; would certainly lie under a 
leſs Temptation to meddle, diretii or indirefly, in Affairs of 
the Political, OEconomical and Civil Government: | 
If therefore, for theſe, or any other Reaſons, the preſent- 
Poſſeſſors ſhould refuſe Admittance to the Spaniſh" Hoops ; 


fly, upon their Application, Mould: 
think fit to aſſiſt them in it, either for juf or unfuſt Rea- 
bether this Treaty bath 

; Jo» 


| » gotiations, which we have ſo long 


(86) 


procured us that only good End of all our late tedious Ne- 
deſired, and hath been ſo 
often promiſed us; I mean a general and laſting Peace; for 
if we mult be involved in a War (as this Writer ſeems to 
prognoſticate) it matters but little with what Prince it be- 
gins; and I muſt put him in Mind, that though a Peace 
with Spain may be more advantageous to a Trading Nation 
than a Peace with the Emperor ; yet a War with the Empe- 
ror would be, for the ſame Reaſon, more burthenſome and 
impraQicable, to a Maritime Power, than a War with Spain. 

I have heard it often alledged in Converſation, that it 
is not in the Power of his Imperial Majefly to prevent the 
Execution of this Treaty; but this Allegation has been 
Jufficiently confuted by the Author of the Enquiry, who 
told us, that the Emperor alone was capable of diſturbing it, as 
well as by the Aſſertion of the Writer before us, who 
ſays, That had that Succeſſion been left open, all Italy, conſs- 
dering the Strength and Influence of thoſe Dominions, which 
the Emperor hath already got Poſſeſſion of in that Country, 

muſt in all Probability have fallen into bis Hands ; or at leaſt 
into ſuch Hands as muſt have had an entire Dependence on 
him. In another Place he ſays, That the Emperor can be 
under no Apprehenſions of Danger on this Head, having con- 
flantiy in the Neighbourhood of thoſe Garriſons, a Number -of 
Troops, more than ſufficient, to awe and check them, ſhould 
they offer to exceed the Bound: preſcribed them. | 

Niy Inference from this is, That if his Imperial Majeſty 
hath ſuch an Influence in- Italy, that he could have poſ- 
ſeſs'd himſelf of theſe Duchies, in Oppolition to all the 
Tralian Princes, in caſe this Succeſſion had been left open; or is 
even ſtrong enough to «we and check theſe Troops, when 
put in Poſſeſſion of the fortified Towns; he may certainly 
give a great Oppoſition to their Admittance, when joined 
with the Wealth and Power of the two Dukes, and perbaps 
of ſome other Italian Princes; ſo that it is not now the only 
Queſtion, Whether this Variation will make that Engagement 
more effettual or not? It is likewiſe a Queſtion, Wherher 
ſuch a Violence upon thoſe Princes, as to put them and 
their Dominions under the Power of Spaniſh Troops, may 
not ſpirit up an Oppoſztion to it? If neutral Troops were 
to be put in Garriſon, the. Engagement would have been 
equally eſfectual; more conſiſtent, perhaps, with his Impe- 
rial Majefly's Honour; and, without Doubt, leſs diſagree · 
able to the preſent Poſſeſſors. 

The Obſerver advances another Argument in Defence gf 
this Variation, which he ſeems to think an undeniable Rea- 
ſon for our conſenting to it; and that is, that it frees ws 
from an Engagement we were before under, of paying one third 


Part of the .Expence, which would have been iſue for main- 
training neutral Garriſons in the Duchies of Tuſcany and 


Parma, 

I am glad to ſee any Appearances, in this Gentleman, of 
frugal Deſigns; but 1 doubt This may prove the Occaſion 
of much more Expence; for if it ſhould happen to be the 
Caſe, that neutral Garriſan: might have been amicably ad- 
mitted ; and that Spaniſh Troops will be oppeſad. we may lie 
under a Neceſſity of maintaining above ſeven times that 
Number of Men in Germany. 

And yet this frugal Scheme worked ſo ſtrongly upon 
him, that he ſays any Miniſter would have deſerved the ſe- 
vereſt Puniſhment, who have adviſed the King to have 
deferred, for one Month only, the Accammodation of our 


Differences with the Court of Spain, for the ſake of Tuis 


ALTERATION; tho' it may be the Means of involving us 
in a War, inſtead of procuring us a general and laſting 
Peace; but I can eaſily ſee the Reaſon which might in- 
duce a Miniſter not to defer it, for one Month only; eſpeci · 
ally towards he concluſion of the Year, | 


Thus ſtands the Caſe of chi. Variation from-the Duadru- 
ple Alliance, with Regard to the Emperor and the preſent 
Dukes of Tuſcany and Parma. Let us now conſider how 
it ſands, with Relation to Sn. 

By this Treaty we have ſtipulated not only to EFFECTU- 
ATE the Introdudtion of Spaniſh Troops, but likewiſe to eſta- 
bliſh his Succeſſion and guaranty it for ever, againſt any 
Oppoſition, in ſuch Manner, that thereby it may reft ſecure 
and exempt from all Events. 

If therefore the Emperor, in Conjunction with the Ita- 
lian Princes, or any other Powers, ſhould think fit to oppoſe 
it, we cannot avoid entring into a War with Him and his 
Allies; and if we ſhould happen to fail of Succeſs, by coer- 
cive Methods, after perhaps a great Number of expenſwve 
Campaigns, the Spamard: might complain of the Non execu- 
tion of the Treaty, in one of its moſt important Articles, and 
vacate-the whole, upon _ Allegations, that however 
we might have attempied, we had not, according to the 
Tenor of the Treaty, EFFECTED the Introduction of Don 
Carlos into Italy. 1 * 

It is likewiſe very obſervable, that there is no Provi- 
ſion in this Treaty. as there was in the Qua druple Alliance, 
to prevent the Conjunction of theſe Dominions, upon any 
Contingency, with the Crows of Spain. | 

And here, I think, I have much better Grounds than 
the Author of the ry bad, to aſſert that there muſt 
be ſome ſecret Treaty, des That which is made publick ; 


for though it is ſtipulated, that the Introduction of Spa- 


niſh Troops into Italy, for ſecuring the Succeſſion of Don 
Carlos, ſhall be effectuated withont loſs of Time ; yet no Pro- 
viſion is made in what Manner, and at whoſe Expence, they 
are to be carried thither. 7 


This is one Reaſon, amongſt many. others, which in- 


duces me to believe, there are ſome ſecret Articles. not yet 
produced; eſpecially fince we have lately heard Diſtinctions 
made by this Gentleman himſelf, between a publick osr Eu- 
SIBLE Treaty (as He phraſed it) and a private Treaty kept in 
reſerve. This puts me in mind of the exoterical and eſateri- 
cal Doctrines of the antient”Philoſophers; the former of 
which they propagated amongſt the Vulgar, and kept the 
latter, for learned Men only, and private Converſation among it 
theraſelves. Iam apt to believe, that our modern Stateſmen 
have builr upon this Foundation, and borrowed their Me- 
thod of Negotiating from the Principles of theſe Philoſe- 
s; fince upon examining moſt of our late Treaties, we 
ſhall find very few, which-are not reſtrained hy ſome pri- 
vate or eſoterical Articles. , „ LL abec) 
Since therefore ſuch liberal Conceſſions have been made 
to Spain, let us next enquire what Advantages are granted 
in Return to Great Britain, with Regard to our Trade and 
Poſſeſſunt, which have been under Diſpute. | 
Our Author tells us, T hat all. former Treaties and Con- 
ventions being confirmed by the firſt Article, we have a 
very full Acknowledgment, on the Part of Spain, of our Right 
to Gibraltar and the Iſland of Minorca ; but as the Preten- 
tions of the Spaniards to the former have been founded on 
the Convention at Madrid in the Year 1721, ſome Peo- 
ple may be apprehenſive that they will renew that Claim. 
upon a proper Occaſion, fince this Convention is confirmed, 
as well as any other, by that Article. | 
We muſt therefore, in ſuch a Caſe, rely upon the ſecond 
Article, wherein the King of Spain guarantees all his Ma- 
jeſty's Kingdoms, States and Dominious, beyond all poſſibility of 
Doubt or Cawil; but I think I may fafely accept of his De- 
fiance, to ſhew in what manner they could be more effectually 


ſecured; which they moſt undoubtedly would have been, 
either by a /pecifick Renuntiation of all Right and Prezen/ions 
to them for the future; or, by uſing his own 3 

gn 


or Poſh 


e Mingſters ſeemed to be ſenſible of the 


Comprehben/roeneſs of it, by inſerting it in the Treaty of 
Hanover; and the making uſe of it in the Articles of 


Seville, would have contained a full Acknowledgement of 
our Right to thoſe Places; and if the Spaniards had a ſin- 
cere Intention to confirm that Right, they would have 
ſuffered it to be expreſſed in Terms as clear as thoſe in 
Favour of Don Carlos. If they were not ſixcere, but had 
ſome Reſerve, I am afraid that a different Conſirugion of ſo 
important * will * — Peace leſs ſelid and 
than t erver promiſes, ever Engli 
man hath Reaſon to wiſh, neee 
The other Point, which concerns us, relates to the re- 
eſtabliſhment of our juſt Privileges in Commerce, and the 
Compenſation due to our Merchants for their Sufferings 
during the Rupture; which are left to be ſettled by Com- 
miſſaries of both Nations, who are to aſſemble at the 
Court of Spain, and to finiſh their Enquiries within the 
Space of three Tears. : 

There ſeems to be ſome Room for three Ob jections upon 
this Head. | | : N 

Firſt, As to the Place, which ſome People may think 
would have been more properly fixed at London, where our 
Merchants, for whoſe Relief this Commiſion was princi- 

ally intended, could, with mach leſs Trouble and Expence, 

ve produced the authentick Proofs and Vouchers for their 
Loſſes, and reply to any Objections that may be made to 
their Demands, | 

The next is with Reſpe& to the Condition, upon which 
this Compenſation is to be made; and that is, chat the 
Ships; —— and Effects ſhall not have been tak on 
or ſeized wpon Account of unlawful Commerce, without 
ſpecifying or explaining what ſhall be deem'd anlawful 
Commerce ; which hath ever adminiſtred Matter o Diſpute 
between the Spaniards and the Engliſb. 

The third Objection is to the Length of Time aſſigned 
to this Enquiry; which I find ſome Merchants apprehend 
may, in a great Meaſure, invalidate that Stipulation ; for 
the * Miniſters cannot be ignorant of the Italian Pro- 
verb, Chi guadagua Tempo, ua Toutto: He that gains 
Time, gains every Thing. 

Theſe Commiſſaries are likewiſe to diſcuſs and decide 
his Cnthbolick Majefly's Pretentions to the Reſtitution of 


the Ships taken in the Mediterranean, in the Year 1718; 


an Article which may be ſo caſt up by Spaniſh Accomp- 
tants, as to over-ballance the Account of the Britiſh Mer- 
_—Y ſeveral Hundred Thouſand Pounds. 

The 2 tells us, That there was the leſs Pretence for 
declining this Diſcuſſfon, becauſe we were ſure it would, upon 
Examination, appear, that it was the Fault of the Spaniards 
only, that thoſe Ships were not pur into their Poſſeſſion; from whence 
he would infer, that they cannor ex any Satisfaction 
for them z though he tells us himſelf, that at the ſame 
Time thoſe Ships were offer'd to be delivered at Fort- 
Mahon, they were in ſuch a decay d Condition, that, upon 
Refuſal of the Spaniard: to accept of them, they were, 
by the Order of the Governour, ſunk in the main Sea, It 
is therefore reaſonable to preſume, that they will expect 
Reparation for them; or why ſhould they have inſiſted on 
2 Stipulation to that Purpoſe? 1 

The Obſerver farther ſays, that the Spaniards found 
their Claim to h Reſtitution upon the Treaty of 1721 ; 
the very ſame Treaty, upon which they likewiſe found 
their Pretentions to Gibraltar; the very ſame Treaty which 
we concluded privately at Madrid, whilſt we were Me- 
diators between that Court and Vienna. 


CTA 


ſeſſions. I mention the Term 


- ” 


As this Corvention therefore of 1521 (which, perhaps, It 
were to be wiſhed never had been made) is confirmed 
by the t Article of the preſent Treaty, I do not ſee why 
the Spaniards may not infiſt upon the Reſtitution of Gib- 
raltar, by Virtue of this Treaty (if there is any ſuch pri- 
vate Article in it, as they alledge) as well as the Reftitu- 
tion of Ships taken in the Aeduerravean; unleſs it be al- 
low'd, that this Article, with Regard to the Caſe of Gibral- 
far, is deregated from, in the ſecond Article, under the Words, 
Kingdoms, States and Dominions, which 1 hope will occaſion 
no future Diſpute, : 

I bad almoſt forgot to take Notice of one Artitle, which 
I confeſs I was ſomewhat ſurprized to find in the Treaty, 
or at leaſt expreſs'd in that Manner; I mean the third, 
where it is ſaid, that the Minisrers of his Brirannick and 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſlies, having exzeTenDed (as it is in the 
Original) that the Treaties of Vienna between his Imperial 
Majeſty and the King of Spain, contain'd an Infraction of 
the Treaties of Commerce, antecedent to the Year 17253 
his Catholick Majeſty declares, as He had before declared, Thar 
he never had any sun Meanixe. I ſay, I was ſomewhat 


ſurprized to ſee an Article expreſs d in this Manner; becauſe 
it may be conſtrued into a Reflection on the Underſtanding 


or Integrity of ſome Perſons of great Importance; and con- 
ſidering the Corprality with which his Catholick Majeſty 
entered into this Treaty, I cannot doubt that he would 
have ſuffered this Article to be worded in other Terms. 

Whether the Treaty lately concluded at Seville, be juſt, 
honourable and advantageous or not, I muſt leave the World 
to judge whether this Obſerver hath proved it to beſo; but l 
am very ready to agree with him in acknowledging his 
Majeſiy's Goodneſs to us, and that the Intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain hath the chief Place in his Thoughts. 

I know very little of the Diſputes between his Majeſty 
and the King of Pruſſia; but if that Prince hath forcibl 
taken away any of his Majeſty's German Subjects, he ha 
cerzainly a juſt Right to Repriſals; as I think our Mer- 
chants had for the Ships unlawfully taken from them by 
the Spaniard;. 

Neither do I know of any Britons, who now look upon 
the King of Pruſſia as their Hero, and could not formerly 
prevail upon themſelves to treat him with common Decency ; 
but I remember very well, that ſome Men, who now {et 
him forth as a weak, inconſiderable Prince, repreſented him 
about four Tears ago, as a very potent and profitable Ally. 

I am as much at a Loſs as this Author, to ſee how it 
can be the Duty of an Engliſhman to encourage Foreign Powers 
to invade the King's German Dominions, and to excite the 
Neighbouring Princes to 5 4 People, merely becauſe they ace 
knowledge the ſame — — do. I ſcorn, — 
as he, to repreſent that barres and deſpicable; 
though I cannot help thinking the Briziſh Dominions much 
more conſiderable, both to his Majefly and ut, and deſerv- 
ing the fe Place in our Thoughts, The former hath cer- 
tainly the common Claim of all Prot Nations to our Fa- 
vour and good Wiſhes ; hut how far we are obliged, un- 
der the Name of Protection, to engage aur ſelves in a War 
upon that Account, I muſt leave to the Deciſion of the 44 
of Settlement, and to that Way of thinking upon it (as our 
Auther expreſſes himſelf) in which the Parliament ſhall de- 
clare themſelves to be. 

I cannot conclude, without taking Notice of the Difin- 
genuity of chi Writer, in putting Caſes, and preſſing Ar- 
guments of a very high ms perſonal Nature, which cannot 
be anſwered without ſuch a free Examiration, as may be 
thought improper and diſreſpeFful. The Words of the late 
Farl of Hallifax, when Miniſter of State, upon a Subject of 
this Riad, are very candid and applicable to the preſent 

. Occa- 


- 


1 


Occaſton; That it is no juſt to preſs an Argument, which 
puts another Man in Pain when he goes to anſwer it. 

But this hath been the conſtant mean Artifice of our 
| Author and his Advocates, When we offer to argue with 
them, Their Cauſe is always the King's Cauſe, and their 
Mea ſures muſt be the King's Meaſures ; which is ſometimes 
true in one Senſe, as they are carried on by bis Authority, 
and in his Name; but I muſt beg Leave to inſiſt upon it, 
that Miniſters, by the Conſtitution of this Nation, are an - 
ſwerable for all their Meaſures, though tranſacted by the 
King's Authority; and that they ought to be puniſhed for 
ind Treaties, though concluded under His Royal Sandion. 
I bope I have preſerved a proper Decency of Language 
throughout theſe Sheets; but if I ſhould be thought to 
have let fall ſome Expreſſions with too much Warmth, they 
ought to be imputed to that Yirwlence of Srile and Manner, 


1 
. 


with which our Author bath thought fit to treat 8 
5 ec. , N 
L. the Reader conſiders how very lately the Treary 
and Obſervations were publiſhed, he will conclude, that 
theſe Thoughts upon them muſt be very ſudden, and rhrown 
together without any Order or Method, I need not there- 
fore ask his Indulgence for any Inaccuracies of Stile, or 
little Miſtakes, as to the Reaſoumgs or Fach, which I may 
have unwarrily fallen into, and ſhall be ready to acknow-- 
ledge upon Conviction, | | 
thought ſome immediate Antidote neceſſary to expel 
the Poiſon, which it was the Deſign of-rhi: Pamphlet to 
ſpread through the Kingdom. T his was the Occafion of 
my writing in ſo much Haſte; and I make no Doubt that 


the ſame Subject will be ſoon treated by a much mire alli 
and maſterly Hand, | | OY 
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